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CNO Holds Final Chiefs’ Pinning at NPS
Friday, September 28, 2007
By Barbara Honegger Senior Military Affairs Journalist
The Naval Postgraduate School Quarterdeck was a sea of khaki for the historic pinning of three new
chief petty officers under the watchful eye of Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Mike Mullen, Sept. 21.  The
ceremony was Mullen’s last as Chief of Naval Operations, as he reports as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff Oct. 1. 
The CNO addressed the standing-room-only audience before Chief Special Warfare Operator Kenneth
Reeves, Chief Cryptologic Technician Administrative Matthew Kline and Chief Cryptologic Technician
Interpretive Brandace Martin received the Chief’s anchors on their lapels. 
“This is a joyous celebration and a very special day for the Navy and for me personally,” Mullen said. 
“Today, 4,171 new chief petty officers are receiving their anchors around the world, and this is the only
CPO pinning ceremony I get to do.  It’s also my last in the Navy, as I move on to [become] Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff.  You have achieved a great level of success and I have great expectations that
you will make even greater contributions to our service in the future.   
“As you join this exalted fellowship, Job Number One will be to lead and lead well with authority and
accountability, and bring to life the wonderful ethos that resides in CPOs to raise and mentor the young
Sailors who will come to lead next.  As new chiefs, you’ve been specifically tasked to guide these young
Sailors in a time of dramatic change when we’re all going to have to be more special forces like in terms
of speed, agility, precision and flexibility. 
“As the Master Chief of the Navy has said so well, it’s the chiefs who make the place run -- our ships and
our entire Navy.  Welcome to this honored community, and congratulations.” 
Chief Cryptologic Technician Interpretive Glynn Rodgers read the Chief Petty Officer Creed, alerting the
new chiefs, “Your entire way of life is now changed.  You have joined a unique fellowship.”   
As “Anchors Away” rose to the rafters, other chiefs from across the Monterey peninsula, fellow service
members, family and friends lined up to congratulate the new inductees.  First in line was Mullen, who
reached into his pocket and presented Reeves, Kline and Martin with his CNO command coins. 
Asked what it felt like to be the last chief pinned by the CNO and next Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, Martin beamed, “It makes the best day of my life even more special.” 
“This is especially significant for me because my Cryptologic Technician Administrative [CTA] rating is
being merged with the Yeoman rating as of Oct. 1, so I’m not only one of the last chiefs pinned by our
CNO in his naval career, but one of the last 18 CTA chiefs in the Navy.  That’s a really big deal,” Kline
stated. 
“In general, the chiefs pinning is the most significant promotion ceremony the military has, officer or
enlisted,” Kline added.  “There’s no other promotion in any service where you have to go through a six-
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Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Mike Mullen (left) congratulates three new Monterey area chiefs in the
final pinning ceremony of his naval career, Sept. 21 (far right, left to right): Special Operations Chief
Kenneth R. Reeves, Cryptologic Technician (Administrative Branch) Chief Matthew E. Kline and
Cryptologic Technician (Interpretive Branch) Chief Brandace S. Martin. Master of Ceremonies
Cryptologic Technician (Interpretive Branch) Master Chief Philip Lopez (center) looks on from the
podium.
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